               Diary of Harry J.E. Burtenshaw
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27 Kite Balloon Section

Royal Flying Corp

( B. 21st November 1878  -  D. 13th March 1956)

1915

  6 Dec

Attested

1916

22 Aug 
Sent to Farnborough Camp

23 Posted to D Section

28 Inoculated first time

  5 Sept
Vaccinated

6 Inoculated second time

20 Moved back to Depot Camp

29 Left Depot for Rolleston Camp, Salisbury Plain, for course of instruction on kite balloon work

20 Oct

Had overseas leave 4 days

1917

11 Jan

Left Rolleston Camp to embark for Solonica

12 Friday - embarked at Plymouth on SS Aenaes 1 o’clock am

Left Plymouth at 2 o’clock Jan 13 escorted by torpedo boat.  Torpedo boat left us Jan 15, had splendid voyage to Gibraltar arrived at the Straits, land sighted Spanish coast also Morocco coast 5.30 am Jan 18.  Lovely scenery up the Straits, arrived in Gibraltar harbour about 11.30.  Bum boats done a big trade.  The view of the Rock after dusk was splendid, had a fine concert on deck, lights out at 10 pm.

Left the harbour escorted by torpedo boat no. 69 at 11 pm

19 Jan
Lovely weather, view all day of Spanish coast, splendid scenery, mountainous country.  Had to go on guard 3pm.

20 Nothing exciting happened, during night land sighted south shores of Mediterranean 1 pm.  Land in sight all day.  2pm boxing and wrestling sports on board, finished guard at 3pm, alarm sounded 4 pm rushed to places with call, still fine weather.

21 Sunday.  Nothing occurred, shores of Algeria and Tunis in sight all day, weather still fine, sports in the afternoon.

22 Monday.  Weather still fine and warm, left south shores of Mediterranean during night, sighted coast of Malta 7 am, rather pretty scenery, lots of shipping about, entered harbour 11 am.  Commonwealth A Devon also there, concert in the evening, anchored off Sliema pier.

23 Tuesday.  Mess orderly for the day, weather dull.  Hospital ship Letitia passed us on leaving harbour, submarine E left.  Goats and dress of Maltese women rather conspicuous, officers allowed ashore, but not poor Tommy.  Troopship Shropshire arrived with large number on board.

24 Wednesday.  Weather fine sun quite hot, still in harbour not allowed shore.  Troopship Ceramic and another also P&O Mailboat and 4 torpedo boats no. 69, 74, 84 left harbour, got dressed to go for route march but all disappointed, good view of Malta.
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25 Thursday.  Another summer’s day still resting on board.  Hospital ship Hertfordshire arrived also submarine B7.  Went on guard 3 pm.  Hospital ship Valdivia arrived.  General holiday St. Pauls.  

26 Friday.  Weather beautiful, troops left ship for route march 9 am, back to ship 12 am, finished guard 3 pm, stern of ship out of bounds (measles).  Hospital ship Valdivia left.  Mr. Cole took off ship for hospital.  

27 Saturday.  Weather beautiful, left ship 9 am for route march which was very interesting, very hot marching, went by Mile End Football Ground, also Hyde Park Corner, got back to ship 12.30, only troop ship left in harbour, concert on deck in evening

28 Sunday.  Weather dull, nothing much doing, livened up a bit after dinner, getting ship ready to leave port.  Left Malta at 4.30 accompanied by 2 escort, very rough night.

29 Monday.  Weather wet and rough, ship rolled a good bit, escort left us 11.30 am, nothing exciting happened.

30 Tuesday.  Weather still rough, mess orderly for day.  Escort met us 11.30, many men seasick, entered Aegean Sea 10 pm

31 Wednesday.  Weather fine, passing numerous rocky islands in Aegean Sea, danger zone, sharp look out for submarine, taking zigzag course.

1 Feb
Thursday.  Much shipping about, entered Salonika Bay at 10 am, moored up to quay 1 pm, landed 3pm.  Taken in motor lorries to camp 5 miles from docks, mud something chronic, roads awful.  Received parcel from home.

2 Friday.  Weather very wet, under canvass, water and food short, half slice bread, one ounce bacon, breakfast, dinner and tea short.

3 Saturday.  Weather finer had to go on guard 9 am nothing occurred, rained hard during night, got better food, issued out with fags and matches

4 Sunday.  Weather fine, finished guard 9 am, had to assist building hangar afternoon, plenty of food, water short.

5 Monday.  Weather fine, very hot during day, on fatigue work all day in the aircraft park repairing airplanes.  Paid 15 drachmas.

6 Tuesday.  Weather dull but fine, on fatigue in aircraft park.

7 Wednesday.  Weather dull, on sanitary fatigue all day, went to YMCA evening, rode on bullock wagon back.

8 Thursday.  Weather wet and cold, on fatigue digging trenches with Greeks near Bulgarians’ prison camp.

9 Friday.  Weather cold and snowing, on fatigue work at Head Quarters in Salonika.

10 Saturday.  Weather fine but cold, on fatigue work at HQ.  View of Mt Olympus splendid.  German airplane shelled.

11 Sunday.  Weather fine, fatigue work at HQ painting.  Splendid view of Bay.  Paid 10 drachmas.

12 Monday.  Weather fine, at HQ all day painting.

13 Tuesday.  Weather dull, on fatigue at Air Park.

14 Wednesday.  Weather fine but cold, on fatigue all day.

15 Thursday.  Weather fine by windy, on fatigue work all day.

16 Friday.  Weather fine, on fatigue work.

17 Saturday.  Weather fine, warmer in sun, had balloon inspected.

18 Sunday.  Weather fine, half day holiday, splendid sunset, wrote toWife.

19 Monday.  Weather fine, on fatigue.
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20 Tuesday.  Ditto.

21 Wednesday.  Weather wet and cold, on fatigue, wrote to Wife.  PC to Mr. Bush

22 Thursday.  Weather fine, still at Karamala camp Micra bay, on fatigue, good view of Mt. Olympus.

23 Friday.  Weather wet, on fatigue work at Air Park.

24 Saturday.  Weather fine, very cold morning and night, on fatigue work.

25 Sunday.  Weather fine, received letter from Wife, half day holiday, done some washing.  Spent pleasant evening at Greek cafes.  Received wages 5 drachmas.

26 Monday.  Weather fine, wrote to Wife, on fatigue work.

27 Tuesday.  Weather fine and warm, during day big German air raid, 20 machines, did not reach our Camp, on fatigue work.  Jones and O’Neill 8 days field punishment.

28 Wednesday.  Weather fine, went in motor to village of Cedes for ballast, very interesting, very dirty houses.

1 Mar
Thursday.  Weather awfully windy and cold, went to build a hangar, Summerhill, where air raid took place Tuesday, awful damage and loss of life about 12 miles from Camp.

2 Friday.  Weather cold and windy, on fatigue work, went on guard 6.0 5 minutes late.

3 Saturday.  Weather fine, wrote to Wife, finished guard 6 pm, paid 15 drachmas.

4 Sunday.  Weather fine, on fatigue work, got sentenced 2 extra fatigues for being late for guard, did not leave off till 8 pm.  Letter from Wife.

5 Monday.  Weather fine, up at 5 am to go in lorries to Orljach in the Sturma Valley, very interesting through mountains also Limberg ? Mickyvan, Lahana villages, arriving destination 6.30, 74 kilos (sic) from Salonika.

6 Tuesday.  Weather fine, building hangar at aerodrome, plenty of food.

7 Wednesday.  Same as Tuesday, lovely stream near to wash in.

8 Thursday.  Weather fine, building 3rd hangar, went to Orljach Palace evening, very nice concert.

9 Friday.  Weather dull, started to building 4th hangar, issue of rum for supper.

10 Saturday.  Left Orljach 6 am in very windy and cold weather, uncomfortable riding, reached Kalamara Camp 4 pm, paid 10 drachmas.  Had letter from Wife and papers.

11 Sunday.  Weather cold but fine, busy striking camp and packing transport.

12 Monday.  Weather fine, reveille 5 am, left Kalamara Camp for the front 6 am, fairly level and good roads, passed through Kus village, stopped at Janus for night, big air raid over camp had to run for trenches, bombs dropped very close, killed R. E. with his horse.

13 Tuesday.  Left 8.30 pm for the front, very dark and risky for the convoy.  Working hard all the evening loading, had a bath in morning.  Had papers from Wife before leaving Janus.

14 Wednesday.  Arrived at front Kalinova 4.30 am, had 2 hours sleep then busy unloading convoy.

15 Thursday.  Raining all day, busy unloading convoy, guns continuously firing.  Terrible night, no sleep, flooded out of tents.

16 Friday.  Very windy, made iron bivouac to sleep in, busy on balloon pitch.

17 Saturday.  Snowing early but fine later, on balloon pitch all day.
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18 Sunday.  Weather fine, on balloon pitch navvying, enemy air raid at 5 pm, 10 machines, seen number of bombs dropped near 4 of our machines.  Machines fighting them, rather anxious time, finished work when dark, letter from Wife and Father also papers.

19 Monday.  Weather fine, on balloon pitch all day, 6 pm went on guard, fine night and quiet.

20 Tuesday.  Weather fine, on guard all day, saw 26 Section balloon up 6 miles distant, guns firing occasionally, wrote to Wife, Aunt, Father.  Finished guard 6 pm.

21 Wednesday.  Weather fine, on balloon pitch all day, near our camp left road to Bache right road to Pattedisie and Cidemli, work as usual till dark.  Letter and papers from Wife and Mother also (  ?  )               .

22 Thursday.  Weather fine and warm, filling balloon all day, finished at 6 pm.

23 Friday.  Weather fine and warm, 10 am had balloon up, guns firing often, wrote to Wife and Mother, finished work 7 pm.

24 Saturday.  Weather fine and warm, reveille 5.30 am, had balloon up very buy day, laying telephone up to 7.30 pm.

25 Sunday.  Weather fine and warm, reveille 5.30, balloon up 6.30, easy while balloon up, bagged down 7.30 pm., wrote to Mr. Griggs and Dick.

26 Monday.  Weather fine and warm, reveille 6 am, balloon up 7.30 am, enemy’s aircraft over 9 am, done no damaged fired at balloon, finished at 7.30 pm.

27 Tuesday.  Reveille 5.30, weather fine and warm, balloon up 7 am, 2 enemy aircraft over, bagged down 2 pm, come on to rain, finished 5 pm.

28 Wednesday.  Weather unsettled, reveille 6 am, balloon 10.30, hostile airplanes over 2 or 3 times, bagged down 7 pm, wrote to Wife, pc to Ma (Maude ?)

29 Thursday.  Weather fine, reveille 6 , balloon up 10, bagged down 6 pm.

30 Friday.  Weather fine and warm, reveille 5.30 am, balloon up 7, hostile machine fired at balloon but missed it, 1 pm hostile machine attacked balloon several round fired balloon set on fire and destroyed, observers Captain Mellor and a Major of the RFA escaped unhurt by parachute, very exciting time, 6 pm on guard, had parcel and papers from Wife.

31 Saturday.  Weather fine and hot, on guard all day, several hostile machines at different times, no damage done, wrote to Wife.

1
Apr
Sunday.  Weather fine and hot, busy on new balloon, had it up at 4 pm, 



bagged down at 5.30, papers from father, letter from Dick.

2 Monday.  Weather fine and hot, several hostile machines about 7 am, working on balloon pitch all day, balloon not up.

3 Tuesday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5.30, balloon up at 7 am, working on dugout all day, bagged down 6 pm.

4 Wednesday.  Weather fine and hot, balloon not up, reveille 7 am, working on dugout all day, several hostile machines about, wrote to Wife and Father.

5 Thursday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5.45, balloon up at 7 am. Big enemy air raid could see 15 enemy machines, set several dumps on fire at Karasaula.  2 miles away great number of bombs dropped very anxious time for us, just getting balloon down as they came over about 12.30.

6 Friday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5.30, balloon up 7 am, working laying telephone all day.
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7 Saturday.  Reveille 5.45, balloon up 7 am, weather fine and hot, general work all day, pay parade 6 pm, took 1 share in canteen, 5 drachmas, bagged down 8.30 pm, slept in new dugout.

8 Sunday.  (Easter Sunday).  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5 am, balloon up 6 am, big hostile air raid over Janus, saw 17 machines at 7 am, lot of damage done, working on dugout all day, observation by moonlight, bagged down at 11 pm.

9 Monday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5 am, balloon up at 6, bagged down at 4 pm, finished work 5 pm, went up to 2nd  line trenches.  Heavy thunderstorm at night, lightening very vivid, wrote to Wife

10 Tuesday.  Reveille 5 am, went back till 7, balloon up at 9, weather fine and cooler, bagged down 7.

11 Wednesday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5, balloon up at 6 am, dugouts all day, bagged down 6, canteen opened 6.30 pm, shells passed over us.

12 Thursday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5, balloon up at 6, on dugouts all day, bagged down at 2 pm on account of wet coming on.  Bulgars shelling over us, dropped about 1 ½ miles from camp.

13 Friday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5 am, balloon up 6, bagged down 6.30 pm, on dugouts all day.

14 Saturday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5 am, balloon up at 6, bagged down 2.30 bad visibility, on guard 6 pm.

15 Sunday.  Weather fine and hot, balloon up 1 am, called men up at 12.30, bagged down 4 am, reveille 5, balloon up again 6, on guard all day.  Wrote to Dick and Stan Farren,

16 Monday.  Weather fine, reveille 5, balloon up 6, nothing doing much, wrote to Wife anniversary of wedding, letter and papers from Father.

17 Tuesday.  Weather cooler, reveille 5, balloon up 6, bagged down 2 pm on account of wind, on dugout all day.

18 Wednesday.  Weather cooler, reveille 5, balloon up 6, bagged down 2 pm on account of wind, on dugout all day, finished 5, wrote to Wife.

19 Thursday.  Weather dull and cold, reveille 7 am, balloon not up, building stable for mules.

20 Friday.  Weather dull and cold, building shed for 2 mules, paid 5 drachmas, reveille 7, balloon not up.

21 Saturday.  Weather windy and cold, balloon not up, church service in evening.

22 Sunday.  Weather cold and dull, 5.30 parade, 1/2 hour drive, balloon up 1 pm, bagged down 11.15 pm, heavy bombardment.

23 Monday.  8.30 parade, balloon up 11 am, balloon shelled and shells near camp.  Air raid in evening, bagged down 11 pm.

24 8.30 parade, balloon up 11 am, balloon shelled 6 pm, bagged down 3 am next morning, heavy bombardment.

25 6.30 parade, balloon up 7.15, bagged down 3 pm, balloon out again 5 pm, bagged down 5.15, weather too rough.  Big raid by 20 of our planes, saw a boche in flames, wrote to Wife.

26 Weather wet and cold, nothing doing, wrote to Dolly and Ernie, artillery very active.

27 Friday.  On parade 8.30, weather wet and cold, nothing doing, went on guard 6, heavy artillery fire during night.
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28 Saturday.  Weather finer, balloon up 8.30, bagged down 6 pm, several hostile machines after balloon, finished guard 6 pm.

29 Sunday.  Weather fine and hot, balloon up at 6 am, bagged 8 pm, several hostile machines about, very heavy artillery firing during the night, wrote to Wife.

30 Monday.  Weather fine and hot, balloon up at 6 am, attacked by hostile machine which fired several rounds and was then driven off, 11 .45 am Lt. Gribble came down in parachute safe, bagged down 9.30 pm.

    1    May
Balloon up at 6 am, weather fine, hostile attack on balloon 10.30 failed, 5 pm 2 hostile planes attacked balloon, one fetched down in flames, pilot burned to death in our camp, the other brought down intact 2 miles away, balloon safe but not end of shots through it, finished worked 11.30.

2 Reveille 5.30 am, new balloon up 10.30 am, several hostile machines about, no damage done, bagged down 7.30, wrote to May and Renie, balloon up at 11.30, bagged down 4 am.

3 Weather fine, on parade 8.30, balloon up 9 am, light day, bagged down 7, out at 9 pm, bagged down at 3.30, wrote to Wife.

4 8.30 parade, balloon up 9 pm, bagged down 11.

5 8.30 parade, balloon up at 9 pm, bagged down 3 am, wrote to Father and to Dick.

6 Sunday.  Weather fine, on parade 8.30, balloon up 9, bagged down 3 pm, up again 9 pm, bagged down 12 pm.

7 Monday.  On parade 8.30, dull and wet, on dugout all day; concert in canteen, shells fell close to camp.

8 Tuesday.  Weather fine, balloon up night and day, went on guard.

9 Wednesday.  Weather fine, on guard all day, letter from Wife, Mr. Griggs & Father.

10 Thursday.  Weather fine, on balloon night and day, wrote to Wife.

11 Friday.  Weather fine, cuts found in balloon.

12 Saturday.  Weather dull, had to go on gasmaking, 4 hours on 4 off night and day.

13 Sunday.                           Do.       Do.

14 Monday.  Reveille 5 am, weather wet, making dugout for guard.

15 Tuesday.  Reveille 5, balloon up 6 am, on guard 6 pm.

16 Wednesday.  Weather fine but windy, on guard, balloon up 6 am, bagged down 7 am, tore rudder.

17 Thursday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5.30, very quiet.

18 Friday.                            Do.                  Do.

19 Saturday.                         Do.                  Do.

20 Sunday.  Weather fine and hot, reveille 5.30, balloon up 6, bagged down 6.30 pm, letter and papers from Wife, letter from Maud, wrote to Wife.

21 Monday.                            Do.                 Do.,     letter from Aunt.

22 Tuesday.                           Do.,
 building new guard hut, weather wet, balloon not out, on guard 6 pm.

23 Wednesday.  Weather fine, artillery firing otherwise quite, on guard all day, wrote to Mother, Aunt, Maud and Dick.

24 Thursday.  Nothing out of the ordinary.

25 Friday.                      Do.               Do.
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Saturday.

Do.,         wrote to Wife

27
Whit Sunday.  Reveille 5 am, balloon up 6.30, bagged down 7 am on account of weather, had half day off, letter and pocket book and papers from Wife, paper from Mother.
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28
Monday.  Reveille 5.30 am, weather wet, balloon at 1.30, bagged 6.30, 4 boshes over.

  29         
Tuesday.  Weather very misty, early reveille 5.30, balloon up 6.30, went to Lake Ardryan for a bather, very good, about 4 miles, bosh over several times during day, working of officers’ mess during morning, bagged down 6.30 pm.

 30
Wednesday.  Reveille 5.30 am, balloon up 6, weather fine, hostile  machine attacked balloon at 11 am, was turned off, Lt. Beale came down in parachute, hostile machine about all day, balloon shelled at 5    pm several rounds fired all missed no harm done, bagged down 7 pm.

31 Thursday.  Reveille 5 am, balloon up at 6 am, hostile machines about all day, weather very hot, bagged down very quick 6.30 pm, hostile machines about, letter from Wife.

1 June
Friday.  Reveille 5 am, balloon up 6 am, nothing unusual bagged down 6 pm, went to a concert at Vertega 7 pm very good, returned in lorry 12 midnight.

2 Saturday.  Nothing unusual, went for a bathe in Lake Ardryan, went on guard 6 pm, lovely night.

3 Sunday.  On guard all day, balloon up all day, wrote to Father and Joe Gilbert, bagged down 6.30.

4 Monday.  Reveille 5, balloon up as usual, letter and paper from Wife, wrote to Wife.

5 Tuesday.  Heavy thunderstorm during night balloon not up, working with carpenters all day.

6 Wednesday.  Reveille and balloon up as usual, hostile machines over us while bagging down, had to get under cliff, weather very hot, troops 60th Division on the move from here, 22 or 24 arriving.

7 Thursday.  Reveille and balloon up as usual, very hot, nothing unusual occurred.

8 Friday.  Reveille and balloon up as usual, leave off work 10 am till 6 pm on account of heat, wrote to Wife.

9 Saturday.  Reveille 3.30 am, balloon up 4.30, bagged down on account of wind 8 am, weather very hot flies a damn nuisance, 3 pm went to HQ at Vergetor in tender about 7 miles on fatigue work, returned 8.30.

10 Sunday.  Reveille 3 am, on balloon 3.30, too much wind, knocked off 10 am, Petit Couronne about 8 miles from here.

11 Monday.  Reveille 3, balloon up at 3,30, bagged down 10 am, hostile plane over several times flying very low.

12 Tuesday.                       Do.                   Do.,      wrote to Wife long letter in blue envelopes, received papers from Wife.

13 Wednesday.  Reveille 3 am, balloon up 3.30, hostile plane over conducting heavy shell fire, falling very close to camp, no-one hurt.

14 Thursday.  Balloon up as usual, had to bag down early on account of weather.

15 Friday.  On guard all day, plane flying over aircraft guns firing hard at it, enemies big gun shelling again too near to be comfortable, letter from Dollie.

16 Saturday.  Reveille 3.30, balloon up at 4, bagged down at 9 am, went to concert Hadjijenus Aerodrome, left camp 7 pm arrived back 3 am having lost road about 9 miles, letter from Wife and Father.

17 Sunday.  Reveille, parades, etc. as usual, weather continuing very hot.

18 Monday.

Do.   
 Wrote to wife.

19 Tuesday.

Do.
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20 Wednesday

Do.

21 Thursday

Do.

22 Friday


Do.

23 Saturday

Do.
Wrote to wife.   Took bad diarhoea & sickness 11 am, admitted in hospital 7 pm

24 Bit better, on milk diet.

25 Put on B diet, beef tea & milk puddings.

26  
Do.

Do.

27 Convalescent B diet, Guinness stout & chicken for supper.   Letter from Wife and Dollie also papers.

28 Thursday.  Discharged from hospital 6 pm.

29 Excused from duty.  Wrote to Wife letter no.2.

30 Excused from duty, Boshe machine attacked balloon fired but missed driven off by aircraft guns Lt. Gribble came down in parachute.

1 July
Sunday.  Reveille 3.30 am balloon up 4 am weather very hot wrote to Dollie.

2

Do.

Do.

3 Do.  Went on guard 6 pm sandstorm and thunderstorm 6.30.  Wrote to Wife.

4 Reveille 5.30, called the Section up, too windy for balloon, very hot, still lot of sickness in Section.  All officers sick except Captain and Mott

5 Thursday.  Reveille 3.30, balloon up and fatigues as usual.  Wrote to Father.

6 Reveille and balloon up as usual, moved all our equipment to RE’s dugouts, wire bunks to sleep on.

7 Reveille and fatigues as usual.

8 Do
Do

9 Do
Do.  Our little Freddie’s birthday.

10 Reveille and fatigues as usual, still a lot falling sick.

11 Do
Do

12 Thursday.  Weather very hot, too windy for balloon, reveille 5.30 am, deflated balloon to refill with gas.  Captain took away to hospital which only leaves us 2 officers out of 6.

13 Friday.  Weather still very windy, working hard all day preparing new camp in next ravine, on guard 6 pm

14 Relieved on guard to go to HQ Vergetor to repair plastering in the old church, arrived 7.30.

15 Very hot, continued working, Major satisfied, letter from Wife, Father, Mother and Aunt.

16 Still working at Vergetor

17 Do.  Letter from Wife

18 Wednesday.  Took very queer at dinnertime, temp 103.

19 Went sick, day’s rest, felt better.

20 Started work morning, came over queer again dinnertime, letter from Wife.

21 Went sick and came back to Section.

22 Still queer, head so bad.

23 Went sick, being a cooler day felt better, had a good dinner, the first meal I have been able to eat since being bad.  Wrote to Father and Dick.

24 Went to hospital with letter from Lt. Gribble to be examined and kept in.

25 Wednesday.  Sent to Janus Hospital in waggons and railway trucks, arrived about 6.
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26 Sent from Janus in Red X train to 43rd General Hospital Salonique.  Left Janus 11 am arrived 43rd 5.30.

27 Examined and put down as Debility.  Very good treatment and food, worrying a bit not having any small kit, or kit at all.

28 Going on allright, drawed clothes to transfer.

29 Left 43rd for 65th at 6 am, new hospital near Orltiach.  First patients to arrive.

30 Rather weak and having a touch of asthma in bed.

31 Tuesday.  Feeling better up, meals at dining hall.

1   August
Wednesday.  Not feeling so well.

2 Getting on a bit stronger.

3 Do.
Do.

4 Not quite so well.

5 Temp 103◦, had to keep to bed with malaria.

6 Feeling rather queer.

7 Moved to malaria ward C3, feeling very queer.

8 Feeling a bit better, bad news in letter from Wife, our Freddie in hospital with diptheria.

9 Feeling a bit better, still in bed.

10 Do.

Got up a bit.

11 Do
Do

12 Sunday.  Feeling much better, up all day.

13 – 17
Do

Do

18
Saturday.
Do.
  Big fire in Salonica started, saw smoke and flame from hospital.

19 Sunday.  Salonica still on fire, big part of town burnt out, no “Balkan News” for 3 days.

20 – 26
Still going on allright in hospital.

27/28

Do.

Do.

29 Wednesday.  Discharged from hospital to No. 6 Convalescent Camp, placed in Group 3.

30 On fatigues in CC.

31 Went for rations, walked through Greek village Kireckoy, about 5 miles in lorry.

1   Sept
Saturday.  Going on allright having an easy time.

2

Do

Do

3 Do.  Wrote to Wife in green envelope.

4 On fatigues, weather cooler.

5 – 8

Do.

Do.

9 Sunday.  Having a good rest and keeping well.

10 – 14
Do

Do.

15 Saturday.  Heavy rain and wind, tents and marquees blown down, rather cold.

16 Rather chilly, going on allright.

17 –19
Weather hotter again.

20 Medically examined, found fit, marked for discharged.

21 On fatigues, digging.

22 Saturday.  Weather hot, on fatigue.

23 Sunday.  Discharged from CC, went to aircraft park.

24 On fatigue at park.

25 Do.  Went on guard, rifle and fixed bayonet 6 pm.
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26 On guard, very hot.

27 Went back to Section, started at 9, arrived at Kalinova at 8 pm.

28 Found Section had had a very rough time, was moving camp so had some hard work to do.

29 Working hard in sun, very hot, moved to new camp, arrived about 6 pm, arrived at Oreovea.

30 Very busy all day on fatigues

1    Oct
Do
Do.

2

Do
Do.

3
Do
Do.  Heard of Mansell’s death from pneumonia with great regret.

4 
Thursday.  On fatigues all day.  Mansell buried at Carisoula.

5 – 6
On fatigues all day in new camp.

7 Sunday.  On fatigue morning, afternoon off for a rest.

8 Monday.  On fatigue all day, weather very cold morning, very hot during day.

9 –13

Do
Do.

14
Sunday.  Balloon up, heavily shelled, Bill Hayes hit and died of wounds.

15 Monday.  Working hard all day and all night on balloon.

16 Balloon up, heavily shelled, no-one hit.

17 On fatigue morning, repairing and filling balloon afternoon.

18 Starting to move camp, Captain Mellor left for England, nervous breakdown,  Kirk left for 26, Knight came in charge of Section.

19 Friday.  Standing by all day, working all night moving balloon, rather unusual experiences during night.

20 Back to camp 9.30, very tired, rest all day.   French balloon up.

21 Sunday.  Moving camp, very wet, everything soaked.

22 Still raining, nothing doing.

23 Left for Hilsova 5 am, arrived 7.30, balloon up 2.30

24 Wet, on fatigue work during dry intervals.

25 Very windy, on fatigue work.

26 Left 9.30 for HQ Vertgetor to build fireplace in church.

27 Fixing temporary stove at Vergetor.

28 Sunday.  Still at Vergetor.

29                      Do. 
17 Section balloon destroyed by fire of boche.

30 Tuesday.  Still at Vergetor.

31                       Do.      
Weather fine.

  1  Nov
Thursday.      Do
 Allen called & paid canteen share back, 5 dra’s

2 Building stack outside church.

3            

Do.

4    

Do.

5   

Do.
 and general fatigue.   Ernie’s birthday.

6 Still at Vergetor, 27 camp again shelled, lucky no one hurt.

7 General fatigue, saw shells bursting near 27, HQ staff arrived of 26 Division.

8 On fatigues at Vergetor.

9  

Do. 
  17 section balloon again attacked, parachute badly opened, Captain killed, balloon not damaged.

10 At Vergetor, saw some HE shells at 27 balloon, not hit.

11 Sunday.  Still at Vergetor.

12 17 balloon again destroyed.
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13 On fatigue, various jobs.

14  

Do.

15 Very heavy rains, flooded roads.

16  

Do.,
 and very windy.

17  

Do., 
and cold, sent kit from section.

18 Sunday.  Still cold and windy, built fire place in dugout.

19 Various jobs, still cold, snow on mountains.

20  
Do.

Do.

21 My birthday, age 39.  Boch brought down while attacking 17 section balloon.

22 Windy, still on various jobs, building latrines with petrol tins.

23  
Do.

Do.

24  
Do.

Do.

25 Sunday.  Started building HQ mess with petrol tins.

26 Monday.  On various jobs.

27 Stripping duggouts to move.

28 Heavy HE shells at 27 balloon, artillery & aircraft very active, raid by boches by moonlight 10 pm, bombs dropped near.

29 General fatigues.

30  
Do.

  1 Dec.
General fatigues

  2 to 3
   
Do.

  4 to 6 
Weather very cold, building oven, etc. for 26 division headquarters.

    7 to 9 
General fatigues.

10

Monday.  Moved from Vergetor to Kukos, very busy.

11              Tuesday.  Building fireplaces, etc. at new headquarters.

12        
Do.

Do.

    13               Weather wet, 3rd day raining now.

    14                Friday. Still at Kukos on general work.

  15 to 18 
 
Do.

Do.

19 Wednesday. Went back to section, balloon shelled by HE, not hit.

20 to 21 
Weather wet, no balloon up.

22 to 24 
 
Do.

Do.

25                 Xmas day, very good dinner, enjoyed allright, lights out 10 pm.

26 

No balloons up, sports at Yanes section, 2nd relay & 100 yds.

27 to 31 
Weather dull and wet, no ballooning.  Sunday 30th Section played 43



Heavy Battery lost 3 – 1.

1918

  1 Jan.
Tuesday.  After pleasant new year’s eve, weather not fit for balloon, on 



special camp guard, went on 9.30 pm.

2 Done guard 4 am to 7 am, day off duty.

3 Thursday.  Weather brighter, balloon up for a short time, windy.

4 Very cold, heavy Vardar wind with snow, too cold for work.

5  
Do.

Do.

6 Sunday.  Weather brighter, balloon up.

7 Weather fine, artillery active, balloon up all day, shelled in afternoon.

8 Balloon up for a short time.

9 Wednesday.  Weather wet, on 24 hour balloon guard, went on 5 pm.

12

10 Very windy and cold, glad to be relieved guard 5 pm, rum ration 7 pm.

     11 to 12
Nothing doing much.

   13               Sunday.  Balloon up all day, 100 yds race won by Croxford, and 

football match afternoon.             

   14 to 15 
Weather bad, nothing doing.

16               Wednesday.  Weather bad, on 12 hour camp guard.

   17 to 20 
Nothing unusual.  

   21

Monday.
Do.

   22               Went to HQ Kukos to build stove, red bricks, looked well.

     23

 
Do.

Do.

     24

Returned to section 8 pm, Yenekoy.

     25 to 26
Nothing much doing.

     27
Sunday.  Balloon up, had to come down on account of wind.   Heard of George’s death, died Jan 2nd, wrote letter of sympathy to Liz.

  28               Balloon up all day.

     29                             Do. 

and HE shells at her, no damage.

  30               Balloon up and shelled again, hit in a few places.  Went to pantomime at Corsica,          

                     very good indeed.

  31               Thursday.  As usual.

  1 Feb
Anniversary of landing at Salonique, very good drink of Samos.

  2 to 3
Nothing doing.

  4 to 8
Nothing out of the ordinary.

9 Saturday.  Taken to F. A relapse of malaria.

10 Sent to 31 GCS Janus, feeling better.

11 About the same.

12 Went down line, arrived at 43rd General.

13 Examined, kept in bed.

14 Got up feeling weak.

15 to 21
Feeling allright again.

   22               Went to No 2 Con camp.

   23                Saturday.  TAB inoculation, met Denyer of Worthing again.

     24 to 28
Still at Con camp, feeling allright, weather cold.

       1 Mar.
Nothing much doing.

       2 to 8
As usual, weather bad, wet and cold.

     9               Saturday.  Shivers comes on laying down.

      10              Feeling better.

 11              Shivers comes on again, put in for sick lines, temp 102, malaria relapse.

    12 to 13
Feeling better.

    14              Discharged from sick lines on Y scheme.

      15 to 16
Going on as usual.

      17              Sunday.  On guard.

      18              Went before DMS, put back 7 days.

      19 – 23
Marquee orderly.

      24              Sunday.  Do.

      25              Before DMS, passed for Blightly.

   26              Medical inspection and bath.

   27              Wednesday.  Left No. 2 Con. camp    ?      for No. 4 embarkation camp Karrasi.

13

28                     Dollie’s birthday.  Weather awful, bitter cold, snow blizzard, no fires, kept in bed             

                      between blankets all day for warmth.

29                     Very cold, no parades, thawing mud off top of boots, Y scheme draught left and

                       returned after going 50 miles.

30 – 31
Nothing much doing.

1   April
Monday.  Not much prospects of Blighty, all at camp disappointed.

2 – 5

Nothing much doing.

6

Saturday.  Sent from No. 4 con camp to SAP (aircraft park), walked  

                        through Salonica.

7 Sunday.  Nothing doing till 6 pm, went on guard, boche machine over.

8 Finished guard at 6 pm, weather very wet.

9 Tuesday.  Weather bright and warm, warned to go on guard 6 pm, days rest.

10 On guard, weather fine.

11 Weather fine and warm, on guard 6 pm.

12 Do

Do

13 Weather warm, went to Salonica on pass 2 – 10 pm, had a good time.

14 Sunday.  Weather warm.

15 On guard 6 pm, weather fine.

16 Do
Do

17 – 18
Nothing much doing, 18th Anniversary of wedding.

19 Friday.  Light job, officers batman.

20 Do
Do

21 Sunday.  Sent to HQ 16th Wing Salonica to build brick pier, started but said I was too much exposed to sun.

22 Refused to have another man sent, had to go back and work to suit myself, Jim Phipps came as help.

23 Tuesday.  Could not work on account of wet.

24 – 26
Still at HQ.

27

Saturday.  Do and went on pass to Salonica 6 – 9.

28 Sunday.  Pointing brickwork.

29 –30

On general fatigue.  29th Mum’s birthday.

1   May
Wednesday.  Laying stone footway at other officers mess HQ.

2

Do

Do

3
Friday.  Do
Greeks’ Easter, had pass to Salonica 6 – 9, met Corkill 

       and Maroll there.

4 – 5
Cutting undergrowth round officers’ mess to prevent mosquitos.  5th

  Jose Keiller shot while in tent.

6
Monday.  Do

Went to pantomime again, Robinson Crusoe at 

  aircraft park, very good, went in lorry.

7 On fatigue work.

8 Wednesday.  Another relapse.

9 Went sick, excused duty.

10 Do
Sent to 50th General, feeling better, put in Ward D4, sent from embarkation camp to return, bad luck.

11 – 18
Going on allright.

19 Sunday.  Paraded before Major.  May’s birthday.

20 Weather very hot.  Renie’s birthday.

21 Do
Drawed kit for going out.

14

22 Went in MAJ No. 2 con camp.

23 Booked for No. 4 con.

24 Went to No. 4 embarkation camp in lorries long way around via Hortiack, Karcekoy to Karrasi, arrived 12 am.

25 – 26
On fatigues.

27

Monday.  Warned for draught
.  Paid £1 and MO’s inspection.

28 Tuesday.  On fatigues 2 hours.

29 Paraded 8 am to leave Salonica, CO’s inspection 9, marched to Oriental Station, left 11.30, some towns on journey, train stopped first at Plata and one or two other small stations.  Could not find out the name of them.  Arrived at Katerina (which is at the foot of Mt Olympus and of which you get a good view) 3.15 pm.  Had tea bought, sardines for same at YMCA, left 3.45.  Next stop at ΛІТОΧΏΡΟΝ

at 4.40.  Arrived at Larrisa 8 pm, had tea brought around in carriages, EF canteen here, this is a large town and the land fairly cultivated, the difference between this end of Greek and Salonica end being noticable on account of farming people seem more civilised.  This part is know as old Greece.  The scenery is also much prettier.  A train arrived with PAD sisters from Blightly, cracked many jokes with them, left 10.25, got down best we could for a sleep but not much luck.  Stopped at Dareli 3.30 am, had tea

30 Thursday.  Left about 3.45, the country from here to Bralo is very 

mountainous and the scenery splendid with enormous ravines and precipices etc.  Railway runs round the side of a range of mountains very steep one side a sheer drop of thousand feet the other, very clever piece of engineering work with bridges across deep ravines and tunnels all controlled and guarded by French and Greek troops.  Arrived at Bralo roughly about 200 miles from Salonica 8.30, just ? hours in train.   Went to rest camp, had breakfast 9.00 am, quinnine 10, dinner 11.30 left 12.30 for Itea in French lorries, 18 in a lorry, just over 300.  Following us was near about 200 Frenchmen in lorries, passing over the mountains by zigzag roads, splendid scenery and extraordinary views.  Weather hot at bottom, very cold on top, rather damp and clouds hanging very low.  Reach Itea 52 Kilos at 5 pm, had tea, feeling tired, went down to it early, very windy and wet night.

31 Friday.  Rather windy and cold, on fatigues at rest camp till 12, finished for day.

1  June

Saturday.  Left Itea for Italy, dose quinnine 1.30 pm, tea 3, moved off 

                      5 pm.  Taken in lighters to SS Odessa, manned by French, rather 

crowded on board and a dirty boat.

2 Sunday.  Weighed anchor 4 am and sailed close to very hilly and

mountainous country both sides until 12 pm, got in the open sea escorted by two torpedo boats French, observation balloon on submarine guard where we entered open sea (Adriatic I think).  Nothing unusual occurred, lovely weather.

3 Father’s birthday.  Got up at 4.30 am and went on deck to find the 

coast of Italy just in view.  Airship (British) came some miles out to escort us in.  Arrived in outer harbour of Taranto about 7 am, entered inner harbour through narrow opening in middle of town.  Numerous number of warship here, landed by lighters about 11 am, weather very hot, arrived at No. 9 rest camp, seems a decent camp being in huts and accommodation clean, went for a bathe.

4 Tuesday.  On fatigues 7 – 11 am, bathing each day.

15

5 Weather very hot, on fatigues till 11 am then finished for day, met Jesse Power plasterer that I worked with for Rome’s, lives at Hammersmith now in the RE’s following the trade here in this camp.

6 Weather wet, on fatigues, draught left.

7 Do
Do

8 Weather hot, warned for guard, had a good drink with Jesse Power, mounted guard 10 pm, done 2 hours 20 minutes, finished 5 am.

9 Sunday. Warned to leave Taranto, medical examination, fell in 4 pm, entrained in trucks 7, train left 8.30.  Had a good drink with Jesse Power who brought it to the train, slept on floor, 30 in truck but managed very well.  Stopped at Brindisi during night.

10 Monday.  Woke up about 5, weather wet and chilly, train stopped at Grira Dell Colle, Acqua Viva, Genis, Madugno, country very flat well cultivated, grapes, figs, oranges, almonds etc. but not ripe.  People much more civilised that Greeks, stopped at Bari (a big town) for breakfast 8, also had a wash, left 10 am, railway from here runs very close to the sea for a good distance (Adriatic) passed Girvenaya, Molletta, Bisceglie, Yrani, Barletta (a big town with many factories), passed through Orto Nova.  Arrived at Foggia 2.45, went to British camp, had tea, selling eggs boiled 6 a 1/-, oranges 16 a 1/- Italians price 4 a 1/-, oranges 10 for 1/-, too crowded to get so put up with bread and bully.  Train left Foggia 5.30 pm, from here rail runs very close to sea, big railway works here also aerodrome.  Stopped at  St. Severo 6.10 Comparmarina and other stations as on map.

11 Tuesday.  After a fair night, not allowed any lights on account of being near sea (Adriatic).  Got up at 6 am, train was stopped at Parano.  Next stop Ancona (a big town) 6.15 am, had coffee, orange and card given by American Red Cross, very big town, numerous men and boys along train with wine and souvenirs in exchange for bully or cigarettes.  The same occurred every stop, left Ancona 8 am, the country from here is more hilly, very picturesque with the vineyards, orchards etc.  Passed through several small towns to Senigallia (which is a big town) Pesaro 10.15 am, Rimini arrived 12 am, left 12.30, very pretty country, arrived at Faenza 2.30, a rest camp here, very good, had breakfast on arrival 3 pm, a good wash after.  Every accommodation here for to clean yourself.  A good dinner at 6, stew, rice and cherries, bread butter and cheese with tea.  Shops in camp with tasty young ladies serving, also good EF canteen with plenty of beer 140 lira a litre or shilling a quart.  Fell in at 7.15, marched to station, train left 8.30 pm, weather still very wet, the scenery very pretty, rain came in and made our truck so bad to sleep in so went into last truck (31 trucks on train). When we got to Bologna (a big town) got down to it somehow.

12 Wednesday.  Still raining hard, got up about 6 am at Straddila, then to Voghera 7.15, then stopped for breakfast at Tortona 8 am and a wash.  Carriage damaged by a collision, all had to jump.  Left about 10, stopped at Busalla 1.30 for 10 minutes, electric engines put on to take us through the tunnels which are numerous.  The country is very beautiful here, very mountainous, passed stations as on map, arrived at Sampurdareina 3, left 4.30 pm.  This town is a suburb of Genoa with electric trams, also big factories and dockyards.  Still had electric engines on and passing right on the shores of Mediterranean.  Country is very beautiful, being the Riveria, arrived at Savona 6.05.  Had tea and wash, left 7.30, this is a very pretty town with fine built houses, in fact all the way from Genoa to Marseilles was good class property.  Arrived at Final Manner 8.05, stayed a few minutes, sat admiring scenery until dark, steam engine was put on a Savona.

13 Thursday.  Woke up and found train stopped at La Bacca, this is a suburb of Cannes and of which you get a good view also of Nice.  We had crossed the frontier a few hours before and now had French engine drivers etc.  Had breakfast here, also a wash at 4.45, left 5.55 am.  Same rations every day while in train, bully, jam, cheese, bread and biscuits, tea twice a day.  Weather lovely, stopped at Fregus 7 am, French observation balloon here on Mediterranean.  Passed through stations as on map to Toulon (a very big town about 40 miles from Marseilles).  Arrived 10.35, stopped for 10 minutes then on to Marseilles 1, did not go right in station put engine on other end and left at 1.45.  The country is not so picturesque now, arrived at Avignon 6.15 and left at 6.50.  Sailor here got pail of preserved fruit, thought it butter.  Arrived at small place named Orange where we had tea, left at 9.15 pm, got down to it soon after and had a good night’s sleep.

14 Friday.  Woke up with train running into St. Germains-au-Mont   ?   (Rhone) where we disentrained and went to rest camp 5.30 am.  Had breakfast, bath, haircut and done some washing.  Had stew for dinner but food not up to much.  Had tea, drink of beer evening, fell in at 8 pm, marched to station, roll call, train left 10 pm.

15 Saturday.  After a good night’s sleep awoke to find train stopped at Moulins (a big town) 6 am, stopped 10 minutes, next stop Nevers 8.45 then Montargis 12.45 pm.  Had breakfast and a wash, left 2.30 pm, weather fine, noticeable absence of young men. Old men and women working on land. Arrive at Juvisy 10 miles from Paris 6.30 pm had coffee given by American Red Cross, left at 6.45, arrived at Versailles 7.45, very noticeable the number in mourning at each station.  Next stop Mantes and then we got down to it and was perished with cold all night.

16 Sunday.  After rather a rough night woke up with a slight attack of malaria at Le Havre arriving about 6 am.  Marched to rest camp which was largely occupied by American troops.  There was good food but feeling queer could not each much.  Left camp at 5 pm, marched to docks, boarded SS St. George, left at 10 for Southampton.  Very clean and easy boat, had a good night sleep was sailing up the Solent at daybreak, the best piece of scenery I have seen for 18 months was old Blightly again.  Arrived at Southampton 6 am Monday morning June 17.

After hanging about for hours was sent from Southampton West 12 for Blandford camp (RAF), changing at Poole, arriving at camp about 3.30, handed overseas kit in, got new kit and was glad to get down to it.

18                    Tuesday.  Put in application for leave, paraded before CO at 10, got 21          

                        days’ leave granted.

19 Wednesday.  On dining hall fatigue, paraded for pay 12 pm, was given £3.10.0, including ration money.

Enclosed with the diaries is a “chit” for Malaria Case.   It gives instruction in case of an attack of fever, also advice to ‘avoid Chill and Fatigue as much as possible’.   A bit late considering what he had gone through during service!
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