Bentley Herbert WADDY

First World War – Army Career
1913
Commissioned into the Gloucestershire Regiment (Special Reserve of Officers) 13th August 1913. 2nd Lieutenant. 1st Battalion 13th August to 26th September 1913.
1914 - 1915

1st Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment June -22nd August 1914.


3rd Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment 22nd August – 25th October 1914.

Attached 2nd Bedfordshire Regiment 26th October 1914 – 17th May 1915.


Promoted to Lieutenant 20th January 1915.


Mentioned in Despatches 31st May 1915


Awarded Military Cross 4th June 1915.


Mentioned in Despatches 30th November 1915.
Left his Unit on 25th May 1915 aboard the St Andrew and arrived in Southampton 

from Rouen suffering from shell shock. Quartered at Osborne Convalescent Home for Officers.

1915 - 1916
Re-joined 3rd Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment 6th August 1915 -19th November 1915.
1st Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment 20th November 1915 -24th August 1916.

Proceedings of a Medical Board, Northern Command 24th April 1916:-

“Still suffers from Rheumatic pains especially when the weather is damp. Still is in a nervous condition at times due to shell shock and suffers from nightmares”.

Proceedings of a Medical Board, G.O.C. London District 24th August 1916:-
“He went to France in Oct 1914 and was invalided for shell shock in May 1915. Went to France again in Nov 1915. In Aug 1916 he was twice knocked down by shells & much shaken. For this the MO sent him to hospital No 2…- thence home. He has loss of nerve, is emotional but he has made good progress and is convalescent”.

1916 - 1917


No: 8 O.C.B Lichfield 1st November 1916 – 12th August 1917 – Assistant Instructor.
3rd Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment 12th August 1917 – 26th December 1917.

Pioneer Course, Reading, Oct-Nov 1917 “Distinguished”.

According to BHW’s Army Book 439 he was with the 3rd Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment abroad from 26th December 1917.

1917 – 1918

According to the “Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum” (letter dated 13th October2003) he joined 12th Glosters, as a reinforcement, at Villa del Conte, Padova, Italy on 14th January 1918.


From Army Book 439, issued to every combatant officer below the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel:-


“A very good Company Commander.



28/3/18

H.A.Coll Lt-Col”.
Left his Unit on14th April 1918; embarked for England 17th April 1918 at Calais and  arrived at Dover the same day, suffering from Neurosthenia.

Letter from BHW to the Secretary, The War Office, dated 26th October 1918:-

“I was admitted to C.C.S in France 14.4.18  (Casualty Clearing Station)
to 3rd London General Hospital       18.4.18

to K.L.M.C.H Blackpool                 16.5.18 (Neurological Section)
Discharged by Medical Board from this Hospital 6.9.18 and given one month’s leave.

I was taken on strength of O.U.T.C. No: 10 District, London, on 5.10.18”
1919

From the War Office dated 14th May 1919:-


“It is notified that the under mentioned officer is about to become non-effective on account of ill-health with effect from 4th January 1919.



Waddy B.H.



Lieut.



Gloucestershire Regiment (SR)



London District”


Demobilised 4th June 1919.

1921


Letter from Lt Col E.Wilmer to Lieutenant B.H.Waddy, dated 20th February 1921:-


“With reference to your letter of the 22nd January 1921, I am directed to inform you that the resignation of your commission in the Special Reserve of Officers is approved.


You will retain the rank of Lieutenant but such retention of rank does not confer the right to wear uniform except when attending ceremonials or entertainments of a military nature, and on occasions when the wearing of uniform would appear appropriate.

The necessary notification will appear in an early Gazette”


Gazetted 20th February 1921.
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