Colonel William James Cranston DSO OBE (1879-1960)
William James Cranston was born on 2 March 1879 at Maesteg in south Wales.  He was the eldest son of William Cranston, a forge labourer, and Mary Sheehan. 

He joined the army in July 1896 and served first with the Royal Welch Fusiliers.  Early in 1898 he transferred to the Royal Scots Greys, with whom he remained until 1915.   William Cranston served from 1899-1902 in the Boer War, winning the Queen’s Medal with six clasps and the King’s Medal with two clasps.  In 1914 he went to France and the following year, after 18 years and 349 days in the ranks, was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant into the Royal Scots Fusiliers on 25 July 1915.    He served on the western front thought out the war and was mentioned in despatches on five occasions and was awarded the DSO in 1918.   At the end of 1917 his rank was described on one of the Despatches as “2nd Lt (Temp Lt Col)”

While still in the Greys he took part in one of the last horse-mounted actions of the war (described in an attachment) and in January 1915 received the Russian Cross of St George – the last Tsar, Nicholas II, deposed in 1917 Revolution, was the regiment’s Colonel-in-Chief .  Later in he war he served in the North Staffordshire Regiment  and commanded battalions of the King’s Liverpool Regiment and the Machine Gun Corps.   
He remained in Germany after the war and commanded the East Lancashire Regiment there and in India before returning to England in 1931 as a full Colonel.  He retired in 1934 and became Director of the Officers’ Employment Bureau.  He was also Chairman for many years of the London Branch of the Royal Scots Greys Association.   He was made an OBE in the New Year Honours 1960, seven months before his death at the age of 81. 
In 1908, William Cranston had married Isabella Duffy, in her home city of Edinburgh.  They had five children. 

