Transcribed war diary of Douglas Aplin, 11537

C Squadron, 15th Hussars

1914 – Went to London October 22nd and had a nice time with A. and at Bs. Remember German button for S.

33 Pearman Street, Westminster Bridge Road

Vera, Oaklands, Chalford Hill, Near Stroud

H. Mapledorum, Headquarters, W.S. Yeomonry, Tendring, Essex.

Lieut. A G. Straker, High Warden, Hexham-on-Tyne, Northumberland.

Mrs. Trask, 68 St. Michael’s Road, Yevil.

Miss Bassel, 12 Manor Road, Henford, Yeovil.

Somewhere a voice is calling

Dusk and the shadows falling

O’er land and sea,

Somewhere a voice is calling;

Calling for me

Night and the stars are gleaming

Tender and true,

Dearest my heart is dreaming,

Dreaming of you.

1915 – Left Southampton 7pm June 8th: arrived ROUEN June 9th.  Left ROUEN June 11th, joined the Regiment at WORMHOUT June 12th.  The brigade was inspected by General French on June 15th, who thanked them for the splendid work they did in the trenches during May.

Went to the trenches June 20th, digging in near VLAMETINGHE (?) and retuned July 2nd, where not shelled, and left ‘B’ and ‘C’ Sqdns there.

Went to trenches 9th July, a very heavy bombardment took place on July 13th. The forts we are building have not been discovered by enemy aircraft yet (18th July).

17 Stirling Road, Brislington, Bristol

155 Maple Road, Penge, London S.E.

Returned from the trenches 30th July.  Went to ELVERDINGHE and FLAMERTINGHE (?), both places in ruins.

Brigade went to DUNKIRK 2nd August.  I was not able to go, my horse not been fit.

Went to ELVERDINGHE chateau digging 4th August, where shelled by shrapnel 12th August.  Two men of C, Sqdn. And one artillery man killed.

Where my caravan has rested

Flowers I leave you on the grass

All the flowers of love and memory

You will find them when you pass

You will understand their message

Stoop to kiss them where they lie

But if other lips have loved you

Shed no tear and pass them by

German shelling eastern side of camp and village each evening.   Several men wounded and six horses killed.

Wood shelled 26th August, three officers and several men wounded of the West Yorks.

Returned from the chateau at ELVERDINGHE 5th September.  Found the billet at WORMHOUDT in an awful mess after the heavy rains.

Left WORMHOUDT 23rd September, 9 p.m. and got to BLENDECQUES at 3 a.m. 24th September.  Left there at 6 p.m. and arrived at ESTRUBLANCHE (?) at 10 p.m.  Raining each night, uncomfortable travelling.  Left here at 2.0 25th September and got within 2 miles of BETHUNE by 7.0.  Passed the 2nd Guards Brigade on the way.  Hundreds of prisoners brought back there on the 25th & 26th September; also a lot of our wounded.

Moved a few kms. back to the top of a hill with the Amm Column (?), left the next day, continual rain.  Got to MARLES 30th September.  On fatigue carrying the wounded at the clearing station, good billets.

Went to the trenches 2nd October for two days, awful sight.  We were repairing the German second line trenches.  Got a few souvenirs.  We were in front of Hill 70 by Loos (?). Came back to a billet near FLECHIN called PIPPEMONT.  Left PIPPEMONT after two weeks stay and went to REBECQ where a 200? Big draft joined us.  Went near ST. OMER digging and the regiment went to billets around DERVES.  Our farm condemned, moved to a better one.

Had a jolly Xmas.  Went to RENESDIRE (?) RENESCLERE (?) digging on the 26th and recalled on the 28th.  Left the billet for the trenches on 30th.

1916 – Stopped outside BETHUNE for two days and moved up in reserve on 2nd January.  Went into the front line in the HOLLENZOLLEN redoudt on the 5th.  In for four days.  I was in the saps bomb throwing.  We came out for an eight day rest and went in again 16th January and came out on the 20th.  We had a surprise turnout on the night of the 26th.  The regiment had left when I returned to the billet at 8.0, so with several others I followed them up, but couldn’t find them until next morning.

We stopped in VERMELLES for two days on fatigue and then took over the front line on 29th January.  We had a jucit (?) 24 hours in sap. 5, then went to O.B.I. in reserve for 24 hours.  Trench mortars have been very numerous today, 31st January.

We went to BETHUNE for six days and then up the………for four days for the last time.  We did not occupy the saps. until the last 24 hours.  We had snow and rain. Sap 8 was the worst of all, several mines were blown up around there and the Germans had one charged under us, but didn’t blow it up while we were there.  We handed over to the Sussex on Saturday 12th February.

Went to LABOURSE (?) LABONNE (?) and came back to the horses on the 13th.  Moved to open billets at BEZINGHAN, then went on the sands below BOULOGNE for a week.  Returned to BEZINGHAN first week in June.

Vera  Virginia Terrace, 22 Balmain Street, Knowle, Bristol.

1916 – July 9th in orders as L/Cpl, 16.1.17

Left BEZINGHAN June 23d and tracked to the SOMME.  Was at SENLIS (?) when the attack started on 1st July.  Did a lot of moving about then went to GAMACHES for a month’s sports.  I went in hospital at TREFONT for 10 days.  Left GAMACHE in very wet weather and went up the line again to CARNOY valley, expecting to break through.  The guards went over on the 15th September, but did not meet with success, so we had to come back.  We stopped at WAIL and NAOURS for a few weeks and then tracked back to winter billets at HESDIN LE ABBE, near BOULOGNE.  I went on leave 21st November, returned 1st December.  Had a fine time.

Got dated back to 12th August, 1916 for 1st Class Pro’ pay.  Made Lance Corporal 16th January, 1917 and put in charge of the HOTCHKISS gun.

1917 – Left winter billets at 9 a.m. 5th April in fine weather and made direct for ARRAS where we were in reserve to the Canadians in the attack on VEMY RIDGE on Easter Monday.  The weather had now turned very cold, with frequent snow storms.  The horses had a very rough time, several dying.

We left AUBIGNY on 15th April and came back to a village near TREVENT (?) on the CANCHE RIDGE.  About 17th April the fine weather set in.  We moved our horses up to Brigade HQ and put them under cover at VACQUIVIE.  Left VACQUIVIE 13th May and did a short march.  It rained when we got to the next billet.  We moved next day up to behind BETHUNE, passing the villages that we stopped at after LOOS.  A big digging party went up on 17th May.  The digging party came back on 2nd June and we went up to ESTAIRS on 4th June and stopped a week.  We got some fine swimming there in the R.  Sigs. (?).  We returned again to LABOURIERE (?) on 11th June and a digging party went up on 13th.

I went to CAMIERS on 7th June for a course of long range firing with my gun team.  We came back on 12th June.  Left LABOURIERE on 16th and went to ESTAIRES.  

I have not written for a long time now.  I went on leave from FRENCQ on 24th October and went across on 26th.  I got to LONDON about 3 o’clock and went to see Annie.  Went to the theatre to see “Our Boy” in the evening.  I left LONDON next day at 1 p.m. and Vera met me at 3.15 p.m. at BRISTOL.  I had a fine time there and went down home on Monday morning.  I went to CREECH and stopped the night and then went back to BRISTOL Friday evening.  

Went to the theatre with Vera.  We got engaged on the Sunday so my luck was in whilst I was on leave. I was very sorry to leave BRISTOL, but I had to meet Hyld.  As I had to go back on Monday.  I did not see Hyld until 10 p.m. So I only had a very short time with her.  Annie and Clarice came to Victoria to see me off on Monday morning.

I had a smooth journey across and rejoined the regiment at FRENCQ.  Today, the 10th November, we left FRENCQ and we have had a decent track in fine weather.  We stopped the first night out at MARISQUEL.  The second night at AUTHREUX in a field.  The third night at FRECHENCOURT in a field.  We slept in tents.  Then we did two night marches.  We left MORCOURT on the evening of the 14th November.  After that the country was laid bare by the Germans when they retired last spring.  

We are now at LE MESNIL, about 4 kms from PERONNE.  The horses are in the stable and we sleep in big huts, all the sqdn together.  

Mrs M.A. Carter                                                           Mrs. Baker,

51 Newmarket Road,                                                    17 Victoria Terrace,

Brighton, Sussex.                                                          Brunswick Park, 

                                                                                      New Southgate, N.London

The above are the addresses of my two mates in case anything happens to them.  They also have mine.  

We left billets at 1 a.m. and got up behind the line, just as the bombardment started soon after day break.  One brigade has just gone up, we shall probably be on our way within the next two hours.  The first messages back report everything going well.  

This was the last entry by Douglas in his war diary as the Battle of Cambrai begun.  His ‘mate’ Private Joseph Carter, MM, died the same day as Douglas, most likely they were killed together as they operated the machine gun.  Private Carter also has no known grave and is remembered with Douglas on the Cambrai memorial.  He was 24 years old.  His other mate, Harold Baker, wrote to Evelyn after Douglas had been killed.  Lance Corporal Harold Baker died age 25 in 1918, and is buried in the St.Sever Cemetery extension, Rouen.

