Extracts from the diary 1918 of Corporal C. P. Gill.


Wed 3rd April.  


On burial party at Rouen Cemetery. Buried 65 officers and men who died at the hospitals about Rouen.


Wed 22nd May.


Fritz came over bombing quite close. Dropped about 80 bombs and set an Australian dump on fire at Fresshencourt, lively time for a while, one of our men wounded, have since heard that he has lost a leg.


Sunday. 16th June.


Fritz shelled the village of Milencourt which is quite near our post. He put quite a number of shells in the village but there were no casualties.


We had three wounded through our post. One with a compound fracture of right forearm with arterial bleeding.The medical officer at the post further forward did not put a tourniquet on, don`t understand it.Lucky I happened to notice it bleeding or he would have died in a few minutes.


Sunday. 23rd June.


I am still at the relay post with nothing much to do. It makes me think of home and how I long to be there.There are no civilians at the village where we are and we cannot get anything for our canteens.Everything but the things you want. It does not seem much like Sunday, Quite different from the Sunday back at home.


Tues. 25th June.


Saw a fine air scrap today. Two of ours came down but landed safely and a German came down in flames. One of our planes landed quite close to us. I was tempted to go over and look at it but refrained from doing so.Fritz put a few shells around the plane 5 mins later.


Sunday. 30th June.


Today up to 9.15pm this evening it was very quiet indeed not a sound of a gun anywhere.At a quarter to ten we put up a heavy barrage in the German trenches and made an attack. We gained our objectives, we went as far as the enemy supports. After preparing defences in his front  line.we fell back and held his front line trench. The enemy counter attacked some hours later but failed to drive us out of his line.We had a good deal of casualties and were evacuating from about 11pm to 12 pm the following morning. Albert is in flames caused by fire from our guns.


Mon. 1st July.


The enemy has made four counter attacks but have been repulsed each time. He must have sustained heavy losses. We are still getting casualties through but not so many as yesterday. There is one continuous roar, one mass of flames from the guns and bursting shells.  We have been lucky, none of the R.A.M.C.bearers have been hit and where I am at the relay  post not a shell has come over.


Tues.2nd July.


The enemy put up a heavy barrage at 9pm.and counter attacked. He gained his front line trench in some places but we have driven him out again and are still holding it.Have a great number of casualties coming through.


Wed 3rd July.


We have had a quiet night ,was glad for a few hours sleep.




















