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That we've not joined to “swank it” for
pay, or for fun,
But because it’s our Dury, we'il remain till
it’s done;
‘Till Peace brings our boys back once
more,
Helped by Queen Mary's Army Aux-
1LIARY CoORPs.
J. M. Ersking, A.A.
Bostall Heath.

AN ENGLISHWORIAN’S EXPERIENCES ON A
JOURNEY TG THE EASTERN FRONT.

DEeArR MR. EDITOR,

Thinking perhaps an account of a journey
to the other theatre of War might prove in-
teresting to some, I am sending my experi-
ences on my way out to work amongst the
Serbs.

1 went to join the Scottish Women's Hos-
pital in Macedonia, in January, 1917. Seven
of us met in London and set out together,
but four were only going as far as Salonica,
while two others and myself were bound for
a Hospital stationed about one hundred miles
further up country. We travelled out to-
gether by a French Hospital Ship from
Toulon to Salonica, and there we separated.
1 shall not easily forget my first sight of
Salonica, as we approached it in the tug from
the Steamer, it looked so quaint with the
numbers and numbers of minarets pointing
up everywhere, just like giant candles, and
never in my life have I seen such a conglom-
eration of uniforms, as was displayed in the
city itself. We only spent one night there,
and then the three of us started on our
memorable journey by road to join our own
Unit. We left Salonica about ten in the
morning in a very strange narrow little am-
bulance, accompanied by a Serbian doctor
and orderly, and driven by a Serbian chauf-
feur. Of course, at this stage of proceedings
we did not know one word of Serbian, so
had to make ourselves understood by means
of a little French, and many gesture We
were supposed to reach a smail place about
twenty-five miles from the camp at about
6 p.m. at latest, and were instructed, when
we arrived there, to ask for Doctor Hutchin-
son. The journey was a most memorable
one. We were sent off in such a hurry, and
so unexpectedly, that we had only a fe
biscuits with us for the journey, because we
had previously been told that we were to
travel that night by train. However, we set

off in very good spirits, and the road was in-
tensely interesting with all the various con-
voys and motors and soldiers. All went well
for a while, and then we began having
numerous punctures, and various things like
that. The road became terrible, and we
were so much delayed that the darkness
overtook us. I was sitting in the front seat
next to the driver most of the time. We
sang all the songs we could think to keep up
our spirits, for we were feeling terribly cold,
and very hungry too. By and by one of
the girls inside the ambulance said that she
thought something wds wrong with the other
traveller, as she made no response when
spoken to. I stopped the motor and went
round to see what it was, and found she had
fainted. I just got inside and said some-
thing about moving her, when I remembered
nothing more, I myself fainted three or four
times. We discovered afterwards that we
had all been poisoned by an escape of ben-
zoline from the car, not a pleasant ex-
perience to begin with, you will agree. The
other two were horribly sick as well as faint,
but I am thankful to say I escaped that. We
reached a little town about 10.15 p.m. and I,
being the fittest, scrambled out to seek as-
sistance. 1 followed the Serbian chauffeur
up some steep steps and never shall I forget
the sight that met my eyes as he opened the
door, Picture to yourself a small white-
washed room full of men smoking and
drinking ; the long trestle tables still con-
taining the remnants of the last meal. As
the smoke cleared I saw that there were two
women in the assembly, and I managed to
gasp out ' Does anyone here speak English?”
and to my joy one man answered me in my
own tongue, so I was able to explain matters
to him, and soon the others were brought in,
but as we were not expected, and there was
no accommodation, we were obliged to share
two single beds between three of us. How-
ever, we were really so exhausted and chilled
that nothing seemed to matter now that we
had found shelter. Such was our reception
in this unknown land. The next day our
own Commanding Officer was telephoned to,
and an ambulance set out to come for us,
but the roads were so impossible that it
turned over, and was unable to proceed.
Therefore we stayed one more night at
Vodena and went up by the train to join our
own Unit the next day. The train journey
will also not readily be forgotten by us, I am
sure. We waited hours at the station, sitting




[image: image2.png]on our baggage, and then the strangest little
train came along. There was only one
ordinary carriage in front, which was packed,
and therest was justtrucks like a luggage train.
Some of these were full of sacks of things
and some had motors. and all kinds of
different things, and everywhere there
were soldiers, Serbians, Russians, French
Colonials and Italians. At first it looked
very much as though there would be no room
for us, but eventually we managed to climb
up on the front of a strange kind of engine
which was one of the trucks, and here the
three of us just managed to squeeze in.
When we were settled we found that we
were raised high above the top of the front
carriage and the engine. The country we
passed through was simply gorgeous, and of
course we had a magnificent view, and were
just rather rejoicing over this fact when,
behold, we were plunged into darkness as
we entered the first of many tunnels. The
atmosphere was appalling, and bits of coal
and grit from the engine flew into our eyes ;
one tunnel was so long that I began to fear
we should suffocate before we reached the
pure fresh air again. At last we arrived at
our destination, having been about five or six
hours on the way. We rang up from the
station to the hospital to let them know we
were there, and presently a car arrived to
meet us, and the C.O. herself came to wel-
come us. When we eventually reached the
camp, which was all under canvas, we got a
splendid reception, and a very much needed
cup of tea. Imagine our surprise on enter-
ing the mess tent to find it lighted by elec-
tricity, the power being obtained from the X
Rays apparatus. I should very much like to
tell you something of our life amongst the
Serbs but space forbids. - I can only finish
with a word of admiration for those brave
souls in their nation’s hour of trouble, and of
joy at the thought of them reinstated in their
beloved country 6nce again. 'Anyone who
has not worked amongst them, cannot fully
realise all that they have borne with such
fortitude and courage, making our own
sufferings seem so small a thing in com-
parison. It is my carnest wish that some-
day I may visit Serbia in days of peace and
prosperity, and meet once again some of the
splendid people that I had the privilege of
working amongst in those dark days of war.
CONSTANCE SMITH,
0 i/c Drafting Dep6t Hostel,

13.1.19, Gateshead,

THE FOLLOWING OFFIiCIALS Q.M.A.A.C. HAVE
CEASED TO BE EMPLOYED.

Andrews, Mrs. E.A. D.A. 9.12.18.
Baker, Miss Margaret. A
Crozier, Mrs. 6. €. D.A., 12.12.18.
Peel, Miss D. M. A.A, 11.1.19.

Darling, Miss Irena. D.A., 17.12.18.

Oshorne, Miss C. H. A.A. 1.1.19.
Miles, Miss R. M. A. A.A., 1.1.19.
Todd, Miss F. U.A. 22.1.19.

Judson, nse F. M. Nevilie, Mrs. D.A,, 5.1.19.
Kingsley, Mrs. Lilian. D. .12.18.
Ambrose, Miss M. C. D. 1:19:

Hunter, Miss Mabel. A A, 27.12.18.

Dickson, Miss C. H. A.A., 7.1.19.

Piggott, Mrs. E.  U.A., 21.1.19.

Cumming, Miss 8. A.A., 23.12.18.

Bull, Miss M. S. A.A., 28.12.18.

Crookshank, nee Still, Mrs. Baryl. AA,
2.1.19.

Brawn, Miss Mary C. AA, 3.1.19.

Buchanan Wollaston, nss Wrightson, Mrs. Baryl.
31.1-19.

Parsons, Miss C. F.E. U.A., 7.2.19.

Lowry, Mrs. L. €. AA, 14.1.19.

Kearns-Batchelor, Mrs. E. AA, 16.1.19.

Harrls, Miss May. , 10.1.19.

Sales, nee Myers, Mrs. Dorothy. AA,
30.12.18.

Fell, Miss Joan. A.A., 7.1.19.

Featherstone, Mrs. A. M. U.A.. 14.1.19.

Houghton, Mrs. E., M.B.E. U.A, 51.19,

PROMOTIONS OF THE FOLLOWINC OFFICiALS,
Q.M.AAC.

Saxby, Miss Mary. AA to D.A., 15.10.18.
Eakin, Miss M. L. A.A. to D.A., 17.12.18.
Bennett, Miss C. N.M. A.A.to U. 10.18.
Robinson, Miss A. M. A.A. to D.A,, 3.10.18.
Eitham, Miss M. A.A. to D.A,, 16.11.18.
Bennett, Mrs. C. A.A. to U.A., 25.10.18.
Booth, Miss A. A.A. to D.A,, 14.1.18.
Dryburgh, Miss E.  A.A. to D.A., 3.9.17.
Garrett, Miss E. A.A.to DA, 14.1.18,
Graham, Miss G. A.A. to D.A,, 15.5.18.
Browne Miss Mary. A.A.to D.A., 6.10.18.
Beatty, Miss C. M. D.A. to U.A, 2.11.18.
Green, Miss P. A. A.A to D.A, 14.11.18.
Anderson, Miss Clara. A.A.to D.A., 23.11.18,
Graham Barrow, Mrs. Jess. AA. to U.A,
L9
Curtls, Miss Amy. A.A.to UA, 1.1.19.

Nye, Miss Violet. A.A to D.A, 2.12.18
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